
Tips for Writing a Competitive Grant Application

Application Guidelines
Guidelines are your key to understanding all of the rules and regulations of the grant – whether 
you’re eligible, what the money can be spent on, how do you apply, etc. Before beginning your 
application- carefully study the guidelines. 

Application Criteria 
Each project is reviewed on the basis of its own merits and against others in the application 
pool. Limited funds are available and priority will be given to applications that meet the criteria 
listed in the application guidelines. 

+ Review panelists use the criteria to decide whether or not to fund an applicant. 

Write directly and use understandable language
An application is a request for monetary support of a project. Be personable but don’t lose sight 
of providing information on your grant application. Avoid playing on emotions and focus on the 
strength of your project- it’s best to be clear and get to the point, using simple and 
understandable language. Be positive and confident. 

+ “We will..”    “We plan to..”
+ Demonstrate your ability and capacity to do this program or project.
+ Demonstrate your PASSION. This is why you do what you do! You don’t want 

to bore the panel, paint them a picture.

Professional Support Materials
Make sure your support materials, whether artistic samples or marketing materials, look as 
professional as possible. 

+ This doesn’t mean you need to a hire a professional to take photos- just take 
time and care in presenting all materials.

Presentation & Consistency Counts
Use consistent language throughout your application to lessen the chance that a review panelist 
will not understand your application. A polished application could be the deciding factor when 
there are much more funding requests than funds available. Review panelists can tell when an 
application is completed at the last minute. Have someone else check your spelling, math, 
punctuation and overall presentation.

Accurate Expenses & Fees
It‘s very difficult to fund a project where fees are not identified- whether for supplies, a venue, or 
artists. If you don’t know exact fees, explain how you came up with your budget. A review panel 
needs to be assured that grant funding will be spent correctly.

Artistic Versus Entertainment Value
Review panelists look for the artistic and cultural value of a project. Artists and their activities 
should be fully integrated into all programming and applications must demonstrate how an 
artistic activity is vital to the program and not simply entertainment.

Shop Locally
Applicants are encouraged to use regional artists and partner organizations when implementing 
their projects. If you are bringing in an artist outside the region, demonstrate the value in this.



Similar or Prior Funding
Support of an organization in the past does not imply or guarantee that an applicant’s project 
will be funded. Applications are reviewed each year in the context of the evaluation criteria and 
available funding and evaluated competitively against other requests. 

Review Panel Prior Knowledge
Write a thorough, clear and concise narrative. Assume that not a single panelist is familiar with 
you, your organization, your program or your art form. Write as though you are explaining this to 
a stranger.

Application Help
Application and project help is available prior to the deadline. Call me with any questions or 
concerns!


